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Sign Language

Abstract
Sign languages across the globe are fully-fledged languages that differ between Deaf communities throughout
Europe and the world. A recent survey by the European Union of the Deaf gathered that there are about
650,000 sign language users in the EU for whom using a sign language is the only way to communicate and
have equal access. It is therefore crucial to legally recognise national sign languages. Being treated equally
without prejudice also with regards to language is a basic Human Right as postulated in the UN Declaration of
Human Rights. Other rights, such as the right to education and a fair trial can only be guaranteed if sign
languages are recognised as distinct languages in order to provide sign language interpreters and education in
sign language.
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